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REUNION 2012 
 

     It is that time again, the class of 1952 will celebrate it’s 60th Reunion beginning June 1st 
and June 2nd.  The Reunion will be held at the Embassy Suites Hotel located at I-44 and 31st 
in Tulsa.  All of the rooms are suites with an interior balcony overlooking the Atrium in the 
center of the building.  Included in the cost of the room is the evening happy hour with 
Champaign and food.  Also, each morning of your stay includes a full breakfast included.  The 
cost of the rooms will be $104.00 per night.  With all taxes, total should be approximately 
$120.00 per night.  This is not too bad considering the free happy hour and the full breakfast 
each morning.  Some of the locals are going to stay in the Hotel just to have the week-end 
uncluttered and be close to everyone.  
 
      The Committee is trying to arrange the days with easy choices, this is not to be one of 
those “busy” Reunions. We want everyone to be comfortable and relaxed.  We are considering 
two possibilities for Saturday afternoon.  One would be a tour of The High School and eating 
lunch there, and the other would be a Trolley Tour of downtown Tulsa seeing all the changes 
that have taken place.  If there is interest there could be a tour of the BOK Center.  This would 
require some walking as would the School tour.  The lunch at school would probably be brown 
bag.  The cost of the Trolley Tour would be an extra charge, and would not be included in the 
Registration Fee.  It would be a very reasonable fee.  If you were not interested in either tour 
you could go touring on your own, or enjoy the Hospitality room at the Hotel.  I must add, these 
things are not decided at this time as further planning is necessary. 
      
      There will be evening meals both Friday night and Saturday night.  They will both be buffet 
type of meals.  This is not all you can eat buffet’s, but there will be some choices.  At this time 
we are not planning entertainment, and you can leave your dancing shoes at home.  It is our 
desire to encourage fellowship and good conversation. 
 
     There will be a letter mailed to you in the near future with all plans and costs included.  It 
will have the opportunity for you to register for the Reunion and all the numbers for the hotel to 
get registered.  You will make your reservations with the Hotel staff.  Looking forwaed to seeing 
each one of you at the Reunion. 
         Carol Pittman Southard  
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                                                                        RESPONSES 
  

We received a nice Christmas card from Carol (Ansell) Shipley  with the following message: 
“Thanks for all you have done over the years.  Holiday Greetings to you all.” (Thank you Carol 
for thinking of us!) 
  
Another great card was received from Joan (Murphy) Eaton  “Thanks ever so much for the 
wonderful newsletter.  I love it!  Don’t know if I can make the reunion.  I’d sure like 
to!  Have 10  grandchildren now.  Still playing a lot – play organ for C. S. Churches in Lexington, 
MA and Bonita Springs, FL.  Play violin in 3 symphonies in Southwest Florida.  Bruce and I 
are very  busy and doing fine.  Our love to you all and everyone! “ Joan and Bruce   (Thank you 
Joan for your kind words, update, and donation!!) 
  
One more beautiful Christmas card was received. This time from Carolyn (Peeples) Prince with 
the following note: “Dear Gang of ’52,  Many thanks to the Roundup Newsletter Staff!!   I enjoy 
so much the newsletters and appreciate all you who work hard to produce and mail it.  It’s great 
to hear of what others are doing – many of us with much in common: families, with 
grandchildren who amaze us and some with great grandchildren (not me – yet for a good many 
years, the oldest (of 6) only 17 years old).  I must admit I’m somewhat jealous of you still there in 
Tulsa who get to see each other often. 
            I appreciate the inspiration of those who keep active and involved; sometimes aging 
seems to be just one big practical joke after another, but I’m fine (caring for my husband, Lewis, 
who has diabetes and some things that go with it).  I’m still enjoying painting (water 
colors).  Miss everybody!!  With many loving and fun memories,  
Carolyn Peeples Prince.   (Thank you so much for the beautiful card, for thinking of us, and for 
the generous donation! May life continue to go well for you.) 
  
Bob Patchett writes, “I really appreciate receiving the news letters.  I don’t make it down to 
Tulsa (from Monumet, CO) nearly as much as I used to since my Mom died.  For a long time 
when I was still working it seemed that every time there was a class reunion I had a conflict and 
could not attend (business trips to the UK, daughters graduations from law and medical school, 
etc.)  I did make it to the 36th in 1988.  Last March I finally made it down to Norman for fraternity 
reunions.  Have now had serious back surgery and recently have not made it down to Oklahoma 
at all.  I will try to get a donation for the newsletter into the mail.  Thanks again for all you guys 
do!”  (Thank you Bob for your e-mail response – hope your back is recuperating and mending 
well.) 
  
“I believe the Mystery Picture is the out stretched hand of the “Golden Driller”.  His hand rests 
atop a derrick.”  We received this from Sue (Orvis) Arrington.   (You are RIGHT ON Sue!  You 
were the first correct response to the Mystery Picture this time!! Congratulations!!) 
  

Late last November, Warren Cox received this fromSue Todd (wife of Bill Todd) with the 
request that we share it with his classmates.  (We are happy to do this Sue.)  Bill was a good 
friend and special to many of us. 

 “Dear Warren and Classmates,  I am writing to you on behalf of Bill Todd, my husband of 
53 years.  He is not a writer, or thinks he isn’t, but would love to talk to some of his classmates 
by mail (100 Cottonwood, Gillette, WY, 82718), or phone ( 1-307 – 682-4356).  He doesn’t do e-
mail. 
            We are facing an operation on his heart the 30th of this month in Rapid City, SD.  He has 
a trial fibrillation and is facing the procedure, “Catheter Oblation”.  We hear this is successful in 
regulating the electrical impulses that are arhythmic events.  His 3 children and I will be with him 
surrounding him in prayer and support. 
            He enjoys reading the newsletter from his class and chuckled reading his name 
associated with the fires in the neighborhood.  His stories of mischief have been an amusement 
to his children and thankfully, none followed in his footsteps.  He is half owner of TIMCIO, an 
oilfield mechanic and parts business in Gillette, WY for the past 45 years.  He is the mechanic 
and inventor of many adaptations for oilfield engines.  Since the drilling has increased in North 
Dakota and other areas near here, the shop is continually over-hauling engines for the industry 
(www.timcoservice.com). 
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       His favorite ministry is to the nursing home and retired people in senior apartments  He 
daily visits one or the other to share jokes and stories.  He is much loved and has a wonderful 
way with the hard shelled ranchers and oilfield men.  He has broken through their “Stand” to 
befriend and pray for them.  To this date he has seen 4 or 5 men to the end of their lives and 
then moves on to another one.  We minister together on Sunday morning in the nursing home 
with a church service.  We love them and his mom and dad would be very proud of him. 
            
           He has been so vigorously active working and exercising in the past until this last 6 
months.  He thinks he should be able to do everything like the past years and it isn’t 
happening.  We are praying for a miracle and continued health for he desires to continue 
working and making things.  He would love to hear from his old friends anytime.  Sincerely, 
Sue Todd   (Thank you Sue for this wonderful letter; We know you are an accomplished pianist 
and helpmate to Bill.  We all seem to think we should be able to do the activities we have 
always done.  We are praying that his heart has mended and he is back in his normal 
routine.  Do keep us posted!) 
  
                                              Donations 
            A great big “Thank You” to the following classmates who so generously sent donations 
this time to keep our Will Rogers Roundup Newsletter up and going.  It is “full steam ahead” as 
we are able to continue sharing news and events with all of you.  They are:  Barbara (Young) 
Riesinger,Joan (Murphy) Eaton, and Carolyn (Peeples) Prince. .   Bless you!! 
  
 
                       We need your, Help Once More for our Lost  New addresses?? 
The following October newsletters were returned with no forwarding address: 
            Shirley (Yeubanks) Bandy              Lois Dugan Kincaid                Jim Ogden 
            6510 Woodchuck                           4509 S. 134th E. Ave.          6910 Frankhoma Rd. 
            Greenville, TX  75401                     Tulsa, OK  74134                 Tulsa, OK  74131 
  
            Jim Lee Perry                                 Laura Moore Richardson 
            P. O. Box                                       9009 So. Delaware Ave. #7 
            Crane, MO   65633                           Tulsa, OK  74137 
  
  
                                   Those Who Have Gone Before Us 
  
                     John H. Doll -  1-20-12   Buddy L. Hulsman  D. O.  -  1-1-12 
                     Jerry Joann Hill   -(several years ago – per Bob Patchett) 
                        Husband of Carol (Barthelmass) Hobock (Dave) 
     These folks will be sorely missed by family and friends.  Our hearts and prayers go out to 
each family. 
   
    We have just learned that one of our former Committee members has passed away.  Bill 
Latting passed away on Friday February 17th.  He died from complications from a fall at home.  
Following brain surgery he spent considerable time in ICU.   
     Bill also led out in our last Reunion  and was a member of the Reunion committee.  He was 
dedicated to the class and was an enthusiastic worker wherever he was needed.  Godspeed brother, we will 
miss you 
 

FYI 
     You will find a card in the Newsletter.  We are simply asking you to let us know if you might 
be making the Reunion.  Even if you have not fully made up your mind but are thinking of 
coming please let us know.  These numbers will help us in the planning of food etc.  This has 
an effect on the cost of the Reunion.  Please return the card, it will only cost you a little time.  
This not a commitment to be here, just some helpful numbers for the committee.. 
     The Web sit will be updated as soon as decisions are made.  Check the web site as it 
will be the first place the plans will be posted.  Www.rogersclassof52.org 
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                                                                               CONEY ISLAND TO GO! 
  
     In the 1940's and 1950's,did you ever stop by 108 West Fourth Street in downtown Tulsa to 
eat a delicious Coney Island Wiener?  I did many times.  It was a small hot dog covered with 
chili, onions and cheese, which originally cost five cents. The restaurant was originally called 
Coney Island 5 Cent Wieners. 
  
     The restaurant was  founded by Greek immigrant, Christ (rhymes with mist) Economow in 
1926 at 311 South Boulder Avenue, next to the Tulsa World. I believe it was operated by 
Christ and his brothers.  Christ 
 was tall and slim and had gray hair.  One brother was a big professional wrestler with very 
thick glasses. They all had accents. 
  
     The shop moved a half block west in 1947 to 108 West Fourth Street to the site 
now occupied by Orpha's Lounge, then to its current site at 123 West Fourth Street in 1995. 
Jim Economous, who took over after his father's death in 1973, has worked at the Coney 
Island for 50 years. 
  
     The current site of the restaurant is in a former motel purchased in 1995, which is across 
the street from Orpha's Lounge.  Jim sold the building in 2006 to a Los Angeles investor. The 
property is now managed by American Parking and will probably be turned into a parking lot. 
Coney Island will leave the site after its lease expires in February 2012. 
  
        A trip downtown for coneys has been a rite of passage for Tulsans for the past 85 
years.  The rows of coneys on the grill just inside the front window, smoke rising out of the 
steamer holding soft, hot buns, and quick hands slapping on mustard, onions and chili – all are 
indelible images for many thousands of Tulsans. 
  
       It is not unusual to see a hungry transient lunching next to a coat-and-tie businessman, or 
a child with a parent or grandparent sitting in the old wooden school chairs.  It was that way in  
1952.  It is still that way now. The Coney Island Hot Wiener Shop is determined to be the sec 
ond oldest continuously operated restaurant in Tulsa, after Ike's Chili, which opened in 
1908.  We all hope that the Wiener Shop will find a new location in downtown Tulsa and the tra    
dition will continue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      It was reported in  the Tulsa World, just a few days after this article was sent in that the old 
building at 108 West Fourth Street had become available and they were moving back to that 
location.  Many of the old desks that were in the store in 1947 will be going back home.  Not 
much change in the Coney business.  Welcome home, “Coney Island”. 
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MYSTERY PICTURE 

      
      The mystery picture from the last issue was a bit confusing, but not impossible.  It was 
taken looking up from beneath the “Golden Driller” at Expo Square.  It was a shot of his hand.  
Warren did a pretty sneaky shot.  We did 
not have any winners. 
 
     The picture this issue should be 
recognized by many of you.  A long 
standing Tulsa Icon that has seen and 
experienced a lot history in “Tulsey Town”  
Be sure and get your guess in.  You may be 
the next great winner and take home the 
prize as others have in the past. 
     If you have a picture you would like to 
see in the Newsletter, please let us know.  
Maybe there is a place you remember and 
want to see what it looks like now or if it 
exists.  We will search it out and show the 
results in the Newsletter. 
 
 

IN CLOSING 
     I hope this Newsletter has started you thinking about the Reunion.  Time is growing short 
and decisions have to be made.  I think you can see from the earlier article that this will not be 
a knock yourself out type of reunion, more like “easy livin”.  Not  lot of hard decisions, just a lot 
of good fellowship. 
       I may be alone in this, but each year seems to bring its on set of “Uh OH’s” 
I cant seem to stop time from running all over me, and sometimes he is wearing cleats.  It 
makes me even more so want to see some things accomplished in my life.  I must admit, I had 
to remove a few things from my “Bucket List”.  To mimic someone, “ain’t gonna happen”.  But I 
will tell what is going to happen, I am going to keep seeing and enjoying my friends, sharing 
my life with those I love.  That in itself is enough to keep me happy.  If the Bucket stays full, 
well so be it.  Myself and those I love can laugh together as we see the dumb things I have in 
that old bucket 
Until next time………. 
 
         
         The newsletter gang 

 
 
 
 
 
    “The idea of missing the Reunion leaves me 
scratching my head.” 
 
 

             5 



 
1 

NEWSLETTER C/O 
Ed Stadler 
6856 East 54th Street 
Tulsa, OK.  74145 


