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MUSINGS
There is a history of great reunions for this class of “52”.  I understand there was one 

before the 36th, but perhaps not too well advertised, a lot of classmates did not know of it. 
The 36th was well done and was well attended, perhaps you remember the encore 
performance of the cigarette pack dance.  Then there was the 40th reunion, great fun, big 
band sound and of course the Bunny Hop.  The 50th came along and that was an important 
milestone for the class.  Perhaps you remember when you were in the early years of 
marriage, most of us thought we would never make our Golden Anniversary.  I think we 
looked at the class in the same view.  But we did make it as a class and had a great time 
celebrating the reunion of a graduation many years in the past.  The class of 52 didn't let it 
stop there.  The 55th reunion brought many of the class back together for the second time at 
the Doubletree Hotel.  There was a barbeque and Cowboy night, listening to the alumni band. 
Fifty five years had come and gone.  The most memorable thing about all of these reunions 
was renewing friendships, fellowship, and memories.

I am taking this opportunity to be the first to tell you there will be a 60th.  Carol Pittman 
Southard has consented to head up the effort for the 60th reunion.  If you would like to be a 
part of the process please write, call or email Carol.  The information will be at the end of the 
article.  I will say, the early thoughts are leading to a much more laid back event.  It will likely 
be held all in one spot, at the hotel yet to be chosen.  Hopefully it will allow a lot of more of 
those things listed above.  We are good at that.  I know it is still two years away, but many 
things need to be in place at least a year in advance.  Besides, it allows a little slower pace, 
which we are also good at.
Carol Pittman Southard Ph. 918-747-0404
5652 South Delaware Email: dfsouthard@att.net
Tulsa, OK 74105

mailto:dfsouthard@att.net


RESPONSES
Janet (Armstrong) Richey responded with the following: “My mailbox held memories from 
my youth when I opened it yesterday.  When my copy of the Newsletter comes I prop my feet 
up, prepare an ice cold diet Dr. Pepper to sip on and settle down to enjoy news from people I 
respect and care about what is happening to them.  Regardless, if the news is more history 
than current or happenings from the past few months or even years.  I smile as I devour the 
words.  Thank you to everyone who has a part in relaying these epistles.  God bless all who 
write and read it.  (Thank you Janet for the donation toward keeping it going)

“Hi Ed and everyone, I guess if we are still vertical, we are OK.  Always there.”  Dick Moyer 
(Thanks Dick for the donation, it helps!)

We heard from Betty Bishop Moncrief.  (She sent us a note, great picture with her 
granddaughter and a nice donation.) Thanks Betty!
“I was so saddened to hear of the passing of Sue 
Miller Niles.  She and I had recently established 
contact again after all these years.  We wrote each 
other a few times to catch up and I had hoped to see 
her.  Remember the tap dancing?  She always had a 
solo at the Round UP.  I participated in one or two of 
the group dances that she organized for the show. 
Always a highlight for me.  Thank you for your good 
work on the newsletter.  Jim and I are RVing it this 
summer to National Parks in Utah and Arizona. And 
then we are hunkering down for serious fly fishing in Lake City, Colorado.” 

Jerry and Suzanne Zelinka came to Tulsa and we (Ed and Joanne Stadler) enjoyed a good 
visit over breakfast.  They were in town for Jerry's family 
reunion in Broken Arrow.  Jerry continues to play some 
tennis, is active with the Scottish rite Masons, is a guardian 
ad Litem for children in the court system.  He also currently 
mentors an 8 year old at a local school.  Jerry still enjoys 
painting with acrylics.  Suzanne is active in their church, 
was a deaconess, and now works with seniors.  Jerry said 
much thanks to all of you who labor to get the newsletter to 
so far away.  As we shared our stories, Ed and Jerry 
discovered they had attended the same grade school, 
Whittier – here in Tulsa, at the same time way back when – 
small world!!  (thank you Jerry for the donation)

LOST HELP!!
We have lost the following classmates since our last Newsletter mailing.  If you have an 
updated address, e-mail address, or phone number for any of them, please notify us!!
Dorris Cook Stamper (mailed to: 5690 S. 273rd E. Ave, Broken Arrow, OK 74014
Jerry Cunningham (mailed to: 3152 N. Brookfield, Wichita, KS 67226
Lorine Orvis Holliman (Mailed to: 2707 Miller Ct., Wichita Falls, TX 76308



DONATIONS

Thank you for the recent contributions toward the costs of producing and mailing the 
newsletter. (We won't ask for an increase in our salaries – Ho Ho)  Those generous 
contributors are: Janet Richey, Jerry Zelinka, Nancy Owen, Billy Todd, Dick Moyer,
Betty Moncrief (Bishop), and Lonnie Davis.

IN MEMORIAM

We have lost several more classmates since our last newsletter.  We reflect upon them with 
fond memories.

Wayne Ellison King – We lost Wayne May 2nd, 2010 from acute Leukemia – many rounds of 
chemo took it's toll.  He was in the Army and retired from the IRS with a disability in 1985.

Keith Ray Arnett – Keith passed away May 11, 2010.  He owned Tulsa Blossom Shoppe, 
was active in Tulsa Chamber of Commerce, Kiwanis, Boy Scouts, provided shelter and 
support for Vietnamese refugees and helped found two International Churches.

Nathan Lauderdale – Nathan passed away June 15, 2010 from a stroke.

Wlilliam (Bill) Welch – (Attended Woodrow Wilson – graduated from Central – but many 
knew him) Businessman, Scott Rice, supported community groups, active in First 
Presbyterian Church, Tulsa – Strong Christian – served on many Mission Trips.

Tom George – We have been trying to locate our classmate, 
Tom George since the inception of the Newsletter in 2002. 
Thanks to Tom's daughter, Patti George who found the Roger's 
website and let us know that Tom passed away November 11, 
1997.  Tom is buried in Little Rock National Cemetery in 
Arkansas.

Patti was seeking information of Tom's time at Will Rogers HS 
and a picture of her dad from the yearbook.  Tom was a good 
friend of mine and ran with Jim Sandberg, Leo Christerson, 
Charles Rowan and myself during the high school years.  We 
forwarded pictures from the yearbook of Tom and his aforementioned buddies as well.  We 
also sent a picture of Tom's buddies taken together at the 50th reunion which she particularly 
enjoyed.  If any of you have accounts of your time knowing Tom send them to us here at the 
newsletter and we will see that it gets to Patti.

Thanks to Patti for filling us in on Tom's years since high school and her continued interest in 
her dad's life.  A fine daughter of a great dad.  We all miss you Tom !

Ed Stadler



WHATS HAPPENIN' IN TULSA

There are exciting things happening in downtown Tulsa 
and that is at the Brady Arts District which is located north 
across the Santa Fe Railroad tracks from the central 
business district and centered at Main Street & Brady 
Avenue.  The Brady District is one of Tulsa's oldest areas, 
characterized by two story brick warehouses.  The Brady 
Theater, built between 1912 and 1914 was originally 
designed to serve as the city's municipal auditorium and 
was simply called “Convention Hall” for the first forty years 
of its life.  In 1952 major additions were added and the building was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1979.  Supplanted as the city auditorium in 1979 by construction 
of the Performing Arts Center in downtown.  The Old Lady on Brady continues to be used 
today for a wide variety of concerts and theatrical productions.

North of the Brady on Main Street is 
the Cains Ballroom, the home of Bob 
Wills & the Texas Playboys and the 
Light Crust Doughboys.  The district 
is also the location on many local 
artists galleries, restaurants with late 
night hours, bars and dance clubs. 
It is also an emerging gay 

neighborhood, with several gay or gay-friendly bars and numerous supportive restaurants. 
Some of the restaurants in the district are the Mexicali Border Cafe, 14 W. Brady.  Gypsy 

Coffee House, 303 N. Cincinnati, Hunt Cafe, a Mediterranean 
food restaurant.  Lola's at the 
Passway,  an upscale eatery, 5 E 
Brady.  Spaghetti Warehouse, 221 E 
Brady. Cazs Chowhouse, 18 E Brady 
has familiar dishes.  Gypsy Coffee 
House and Cyber Cafe, 303 N 
Cincinnati.  Bars in the district are 

Crystal Pistol, 417 N Main, great live music.  Marquee, 222 N. Main, eclectic live music. 
Sound Pony, 409 N Main, biker bar-outside patio.  These are just some of the exciting 
happenings in the Brady Arts District.  Lots of loft apartments are being added in the District.

 



WEBSITE

I would like to remind you to check the website.  Warren Cox keeps it up to date with all 
pertinent information.  This will be a valuable information tool as we plan for the 60th Reunion. 
Warren will put a link on the site so that you can make recommendations concerning the 
reunion.  So far most have preferred the slower paced affair without having to drive around 
the city to get to an event.  What do you think?  You can also email or snail mail the 
Newsletter and we will pass it along.  Warren and the rest of us would love to hear from you. 
Remember:  www.rogersclassof52.org

LADIES LUNCHEON

I would like to remind you of the monthly luncheons held on the third Wednesday of each 
month.  There are usually 15 to 20 in attendance each month.  I must add, that it is not just 
the ladies who attend.  There are several husbands who occasionally attend.  It is not a 
closed luncheon and would love to have any classmate who desires join them.  The location 
changes month to month, so if you are interested in coming check with one of the ladies listed 
below.  The September meeting will be on Wednesday the 15th and will be hosted by Joyce 
Jamison Moore. 5768 East 30th Pl,  Tulsa.
Jody True Quinten Sue White Cravens
Email: jodytq@gmail.com Ph. 918-437=5304
Ph. 918-627-5088

CURRENT TULSA NEWS

Some Will Rogers High School alumni and Tulsa residents are in the early stages of forming 
the Will Rogers HS Community Foundation to assist the high school's students, faculty and 
staff.  The focus is to turn Rogers into a community school.  In this capacity itr will serve as a 
center for community events and will include a wellness center.  This is spear headed by Dick 
Risk, a 1959 graduate.

It is good to know that the school will be able to serve not only the students but the 
neighborhood  around them.  It was only ten years ago that the school had fallen into 
disrepair.  A positive action by the school board and administrators led to remodeling, new 
paint, maintaining the building as it was constructed.  The new field house was constructed, 
and along with more updates “Old Will on the Hill” will serve students for generations to come.

http://www.rogersclassof52.org/
mailto:jodytq@gmail.com


MYSTERY PICTURE

In case you didn't recognize the picture in the 
last issue, here is the answer.  It is the 
building referred to as the Blue Dome.  In the 
1920's it was a gas station attracting Route 
66 travelers with it's Art Deco blue dome.  It is 
now the hub of Tulsa's downtown nightlife 
scene, and the icon of what is known as the 

Blue Dome District.  The picture on the right shows the building with the only thing missing 
from the original is the gas pumps.  The picture on the left shows its relation to downtown.

NEW MYSTERY PICTURE

This picture is going to make you think a little.  No, make you think a lot. 
Thousands of eyes look at this everyday.  However, I would expect very 
few ever see it.  Put you thinking cap on and give it a shot.  Lots of luck, 
we are doubling the reward this issue.

IN CLOSING

For those of you who live in the Central or South Central part of the country, and many of you 
do, you don't have to be reminded of the oppressive heat.  Do you remember when it didn't 
bother you that much?  Do you remember staying inside as a kid because it was hot or humid 
or both?  Were you interested in something called heat index, or wind chill for that matter? 
What the heck happened?  Needless to say, we are moving pretty cautiously here, by the 
time the day is over it just about leaves one empty.  It looks like it is about to break.  That 
deserves a hearty Amen.

The committee had planed to bring you an in depth look at the Tulsa Historical Society's 
exhibit Hall and the newly opened museum.  With weather, conflicting schedules we just ran 
out of time.  My Mother always told me that we would manage to do the things we really 
wanted to do.  In this case, as usual she was right.  There are things that kept pushing our 
effort back, most attributed to me, and we didn't make it.  We will do this in the next issue and 
I think you will find it very interesting.  If you have not been to the museum, I think you will be 
pleasantly surprised.  So if you will give us another chance we will get it done.  I hope you 
enjoy this issue.  I have been down to the Brady District, but not at night....Not sure I ever will. 
LOL

THE NEWSLETTER GANG


