
MUSINGS

SKELLY FIELD / CHAPMAN STADIUM

Just some interesting things that as we get older have forgotten.  For instance 
Skelly Stadium.  The University of Tulsa football team was left without a place to 
play after the 1929 season because a farmers market was planned on the site 
where they had played for years at Eleventh and Elgin, downtown.

But oilman W. G. (Bill) Skelly came to the rescue in April 1930, with a donation 
of $150,000 for a new stadium.  I worked for Mr Skelly a while after my Rogers 
graduation.  He was nice to me and he had a reputation for being the opposite 
but I don't believe he deserved it.  When I worked there he was known as “Mr. 
Tulsa” and he had a couple of teasing names for me when I went to his 
elaborate office with his daily mail.

The facility which was Skelly Stadium for a lot of years has now become 
Chapman Stadium and is now Skelly Field.  This original gift from Mr. Skelly had 
a catch to it that said it had to be matched by other donations and then he added 
that if the project was needing more than the two original amounts received he 
would make another amount to be challenged again for a final needed amount.

By May nineteenth, $135,400 of the matching funds had been raised – within 
$15,000 of the goal. Campaign Chairman, Fred Insul, told Skelly that the 
balance would be in the stadium which was named for Skelly and after all the 
donors had been contacted.



During this campaign a huge signboard atop a drug store downtown would keep 
the public up to date as to the progress of donations.

Will Rogers was even in on this task.  Rogers could not come home because of 
a movie he was into in Hollywood.  Will sent a telegram to Eugene Lorton, Tulsa 
World Publisher, who had asked him what terms would get Will to help with the 
project?   Will's answer was “What do you mean terms?” “ There wouldn't be 
terms” Just get that stadium built by all means.  I have to face these cameras out 
here but get it done. I'll help see to it. Signed Will Rogers.

The Stadium, named at that time for Skelly, opened October 4, 1930 with 13,000 
spectators watching T.U. Defeat Arkansas 26-6.

Skelly declined to make a speech at the dedication, but earlier had said the 
stadium will essentially be a University Stadium, but will also be a civic asset. 
And as we all know it has been a city asset.

The facility has now changed to Chapman Stadium & Skelly Field due to an $18 
million gift from H.A. And Mary K. Chapman Foundation to renovate the facility. 
But it's still Skelly for me due to our past in that place.

Wayne Bagby. God Bless

FYI

In this issue we decided to bring you a look at the many changes that have been 
made in the Tulsa University campus.  The efforts of the university have turned 
what was, speaking conservatively, a rather vanilla campus, into a beautiful 
showpiece.  I believe it has always been a great educational facility, but not one 
that necessarily captivated anyone not associated with it.  I want to assure you 
that this not an endorsement of this School over any others in our state, just a 
recognition of an entity with a history in our city.  The university has always 
presented Tulsa in a positive way across our country.  Many of the schools in 
our state do the same, they are just not necessarily a connected to our city.  It 
makes a pleasant side trip to take a look at what they have done to put a positive 
light not only themselves, but the city.



RESPONSES

Leo Christerson writes, “My plans are to move from Littelton, CO to California to 
be near my son, Brad and his family.”  My new address will be Breezewood 
Village, Unit # 11, Lamiranda, CA 90638.  Leo's new phone number is (562) 
947-44282.  (Editors note: Leo moved Aug. 11th) (a donation was enclosed)

“Thank you for a great Newsletter. I have enjoyed it very much.  We have lived in 
Texas for 30 years (N. J. 16 yrs.)  Paul (class of “51) passed away in 1996 and 
my youngest son died in 1999. Older son lives in Houston with two sons and my 
daughter lives in Carrollton, Texas.  She and I travel when ever we can.  I'm 
working for American Greetings, 12 years now.  Thanks again for all the work 
you all have put into the Newsletter.”  Shirley Wright Renne (donation enclosed)

Sue Orvis Arrington says, “I've been meaning to send a check since forever – 
Here it is!  Seeml like it slips my mind and then I receive my newsletter and 
think, “oops”!  Thanks for all the work you and the committee do.  Everyone 
looks forward to each issue.  I appreciate all y'all do.”  Thanks! (donation sent)

“Enjoyed the newsletter.  If possible could you name some of the photos.  I 
wouldn't recognize any of these people other than Jody True.” Address 
correction: 575 So. Virginia Hills Dr., Villa 3604, McKinney, TX 75070.
Karen Traweek (editor's note: we will try to name those pictured, often space is a 
problem – thanks for your comment) (donation was enclosed)

“The Newsletter makes my day each time I receive it!  Thanks so much!  I 
believe the Mystery Picture is the new entrance to Tulsa University.”  (close but 
no cigar – Donation enclosed)  Marcia Edgerly Overbey

Joe Sullivan writes, “ Hi, just a note to say thanks for keeping everyont together. 
I enjoyed the review of this years “Round-Up”.  So glad it is becoming a tradition 
again.  Brings bac memories.  I think the teenagers today are just as good as the 
ones of our era.  They just carry different baggage.  Things are going well with 
my new wife, Linda and I.  We're trying to live like we were thirty years younger 
and we don't have to work!”  (donation enclosed)

“A note of thanks from me to you – for all the work you do with the newsletter. I 
enjoy reading it.  Milt Coleman  (donation enclosed)

Larry Rosenborough shares:  “ I would appreciate it if you would change my 
address on the WHRS directory.  My street address is the same, 7825 
McCallum,  Dallas 75252, but my apartment number has been changed.  It is 
now 1412.  Hope all is well with you.



Don Engle has had to move to Clarehouse,  7617 S. Mingo Road, Tulsa, OK 
74145.  Take a monment and drop Don a card.  I know he would appreciate it.

A note from Fred Perryman.  I am now driving a tour bus part time.  I was 
recently driving an Asbury United Methodist Church senior group from Tulsa to 
the Tallgras Praire reserve near Pawhuska and discovered in the group Ed and 
Joanne Stadler.  We talked about old times at Will on the Hill.  On June 7th I got a 
call from Carolyn Molyer's husband saying that Carolyn had passed away on 
June 4th.  The funeral was on the 8th in San Angelo, TX.  I lost my wife, Ann 
Stallings, March 16th, 1998.  We both graduated in 1952.  My cell number is 1-
918-637-3396 – give me a call, be good to hear from you.  After my discharge 
from the Army in 1955, I worked for Wonder Bread with Howard Sparks and Sue 
Miller.  I worked for the Tulsa Fire Department from 1964 to 1984.  I'm now 
retired and living in Haskell, Ok.  Ed's Note:  I thoroughly enjoyed seeing Fred 
again and getting a chance to talk over old times and current events in our lives. 
No, Fred did not wreck the bus and the ride was so-o-o-o smooth and peaceful 
that half the bus was dozing on the way home.  It is terrific running into old 
classmates like this.  It is indeed a Small World.  God bless 'em!!

Ed and Joanne Stadler

DONATIONS

We continue to be so blessed by the generous donations of classmates that help 
us keep this W. R. Newsletter coming to all of you!!   We would like to give a BIG 
THANKS to and recognize the following contributors:  Jimmy Pharr, Leo 
Christerson, Milton Coleman, Joe Sullivan, Marcia (Edgerley) Overbey, Karen 
Traweek, Shirley (Wright) Renne, and Sue (Orvis) Arrington.

CONDOLENCES

It is always with a heavy heart that we share with you the loss of more 
classmates.  As time marches on, we find this occuring more and more often. 
But we have our fond, warm memories of them and the times we enjoyed 
together.  As we look back, we realize we were so blessed to have lived in the 
era we did (even though we didn't think so at the time!).  Since our last news 
letter, we have become aware of the following losses: Mary Nickell Wade (June 
13, 2009),  Don Pfeiffer (July 10, 2009),  Jimmy Johnson (Feb. 25, 2008), 
Carolyn Moyer (June 4, 2009), and Sue Alexander Varnna's Mother (aug. 13, 
2009), Tony Stadler age 48 (Ed's son).  We want to thank the classmates that 



notified us of those we've lost.  Very often the notice is accompanied with the 
words,  “He (or she) wanted to be remembered by his/her classmates”.  Frank 
Wood shared this in the note telling us about Don's passing.  “Don lived just one 
block west of my friend Marilyn Mcknight, so often we all rode the bus home 
together and it was a merry time each trip.  Many people just don't know what a 
cut-up Don was in his early years!  Well, “Don, you've got a lot of swell high 
school friends with you now, and the rest will catch up with the troops one of 
these days!  May God be with you.”  Thanks Frank.  No one could say it better.

OUR CLASS WEBSITE

To those of you with computers – Please check out our website once in a while. 
We try to keep it updated with information about your fellow classmates and our 
activities.  While you are there, take a look at our “missing” page and if you have 
any information about anyone on that page, pleas let us know.  We would really 
like to make the list shorter.

There are links to some of the newsletters on the first page, so if you have 
misplaced yours, you can now read it directly from your computer.  You can find 
our site at  http:www.rogersclassof52.org

Warren Cox

LADIES LUNCHEON

I would like to remind you of our monthly luncheon.  The luncheon is held on the 
third Wednesday of each month.  The last luncheon was hosted by Sue Orvis 
Arrington.  There was about eighteen in attendance.  The next Luncheon will be 
on September 16th and will be hosted by Joyce Jamison Moore.  If you are going 
to be available on that date please join us.  If you would like more information 
about the luncheon please call or email the parties listed below.
Jeanne Williams, Email: williamsjf@hotmail.com   Ph. 918-592-1514
Jody True Quinten, Email: jodyq2@sbcglobal.net   Ph. 918-627-5088

Jody True Quinten

HAPPENING IN TULSA, BACK IN LATE 50'S

The Harvard University in Tulsa is THE UNIVERSITY OF TULSA.  It was a 
wonderful University when I attended there in th late 50's and graduated from 

http://www.rogersclassof52.org/
mailto:jodyq2@sbcglobal.net
mailto:williamsjf@hotmail.com


there in 1956.  A little bit about the University then was the President of the 
University then was C.I Pontius and a few of the professors were M. M. Blair 
professor of Economics, Mary Clay Williams, Dean of Women, Grady Snuggs, 
head of Religion, and Florence Blackmore, head of Women's PE, who I was 
familiar with because I majored in Education, Planning on going into Health and 
Physica Education, which is what I did upon graduation, and ended up teaching 
in Tulsa.  The sororities in campus at that time were Kappa Alpha Theta, Kappa 
Delta, Delta Gamma, Chi Omega, Kappa Kappa Gamma, and Tri Delta. 
Fraternities were Kappa Alpha, Kappa Sigma, Phi Kappa Alpha, Sigma Chi and 
Lamda Chi Alpha.  The classrooms were Oliphant Hall, Lorton Hall, Kendall Hall, 
Chapman Hall, and Helmerick Hall, all named after prominent Tulsans.  The 
University had a large oval and at the head of the oval was McFarlin Library. 
There was a Women's dorm at the entrance of the oval, and the Engineering 
Building was on the north side of the oval.  One thing I do remember was sitting 
in Religion class which was required of Liberal Arts students, and they came in 
to tap a female student for Mortar Board, who happened to be Rue McClanahan. 
She of course went on to be on television, most recently,  “The Golden Girls”.

Since then much has changed on Campus, the entrance has changed, there are 
beautiful student apartments, fountains, a new basketball facility, and of course, 
Skelly Stadium, which we all remember has been enlarged, new seating, 
enlarged score board, very updated.  The Engineering building is now located on 
the Northeast side of the campus.  The Women's dorm I mentioned earlier is still 
in use.  The old Student Union has been torn down and another opened.  The 
University is moving to area based living, where students in like majors will be 
grouped together to permit more interaction between students  The original 
horseshoe oval entrance to the campus has been closed and the roadbed is now 
a wide brick walkway.  The new oval is at the new entrance off of 11th Street 
Between Harvard and Delaware.  The Campus covers effectively the area from 
11th Street to 3rd Street and from Harvard to Delaware Street. 

I remember after leaving, coming back for games and watching Jerry Rhome 
and Howard Twilley playing, they were great.  A lot of the new buildings have the 
names of more recent Tulsans, like the Holmes Student Center and Boesche 
Legal Center.  When you come back to Tulsa for our next reunion, be sure and 
visit the Tulsa University Campus, you will be very proud of it, it is a beautiful 
facility.  We have included some pictures of the campus hope you enjoy them.

Sue McBride



The  first  picture  is  of  the  Library,  which  sets  at  the 
center  of  the  old  horse shoe  entrance.   The second 
picture  is  looking  south-west  from  the  steps  of  the 
Library towards the south side of the U.  Some of the 
old dorms can be seen.  The third is a north-west view 
with classrooms and dorms on the north side of the U. 
You can see the brick walk that is where the street used 

to be.  The fourth picture is I believe the old Engineering Building to the north of 
the Library.  You can no longer drive in the old entrance, but it is still a great 
green space for students.



The  next  pictures  are  of  the 
new  entrance  off  11th Street 
between  Harvard  and 
Delaware.   It  is  called  Tucker 
Road.  (Mr Tucker gave lots of 
money).  

The  next  view  is  from  inside 
the entrance looking toward the 
north  end of  the oval  and the 
new Collins Hall.  It is the new 
administration building.

This  next  shot  is  of  the  east 
side  of  the  oval  and  shows 
some  of  the  many  new 
apartments  which  house 
several  hundred  of  the 
students.   More  are  in 
progress.

The photos below show the fountains in front of Collins Hall.



The next picture is of the Gazebo on the north most point of the oval in front of 
Sharp chapel.  It houses the original bell and part of the bell tower from the 
original Kendal Hall.  It was the mystery picture form the last issue.  It is localed 
in what is called Bayless Square.



On the left is the East side of the 
refurbished Skelly Field.  It is now 
Chapman Stadium at Skelly Field.  I 
apologize for not including a picture of the 
new score-board in the south end of the 
stadium.  My oversight.

Case Tennis Center, The best venue in the USA

The picture to the left is looking North on 
Delaware from near 11th street.  On the 
left is the Chase Tennis Center and the 
intramural and fitness center.



Art Deco Tours at Will Rogers High School

Since being listed on the National Register of Historic Places Will Rogers High 
School has been a place of interest not only to alumnae but to the general 
public.  The first Open House Deco Tour was held January 2009.  300 persons 
attended this showing with the tours being led by student docents.  This win-win 
event gave opportunity for many to see the art work in the halls, classrooms, 
auditorium, library and throughout the school gaining awareness and 
appreciation of the man Will Rogers and understanding of the art deco era.

It also afforded an opportunity for students to learn more about the era and 
history of the school.  It has developed student leadership, a sense of 
community and school pride and the realization that what they do reflects on 
themselves, their school and the Tulsa community.  Steve Wright (alumnus and 
originator of this event) will conduct his monthly tour of the school Sept. 14, 
Monday with added attractions featuring cars of the era, a Will Rogers movie 
and a picnic on the grounds.  Dancers will perform the jitterbug and swing.

Will Rogers High School's Hall of Fame

Will Rogers High School is celebrating its 70th anniversary with a Hall of Fame 
ceremony inducting nine outstanding alumni.  Members of the Tulsa community 
and alumni are encouraged to send birthday cards to the school.  3909 E. 5th 

Place, Tulsa, OK 74112.  During the student's lunch hour the week of Sept. 14th 

newsreels from 1939, a Will Rogers movie and a study of the school's 
architecture will be shown.  The new inductees are: Art/Entertainment: Gaylord 
Sartain and Leon Russell (1963), Science/medicine: James Jones (1963), 
Business/Industry: James Dunn (1960), Sports: Bobby Jack Stuart ()1944), 
Military/government: Dr. Phil Butler (1959), Philanthropy/Community Service: 
Frank and Carol Marsani (1949), Education: Bill Lewis.

The first Hall of Fame Inductees, selected for the schools 50th anniversary 
included, author S .E. Hinton, singer Anita Bryant, Former Tulsa Mayor Rodger 
Randle, Realtors Gordona Duca, TU football coach David Rader, Singer David 
Gates and Ernest Moody of Moody's Jewelry.  Members of the currect selection 
committee included Rodger, Randle, Andy McKenzie, Louis Coleman, Jerry 
Cornelius, Bob LaBass, Robert Jones, Johnnie Gegbert, Lisa Anderson, Nita 
and Luther Boring and chairwoman Pam Lundy.



MYSTERY  PICTURE

This week we have two 
pictures.  They are both in 
the same place, but are 
two distinct areas with 
distinct names.  They are 
certainly a place of 
memories, but these 
pictures are very current 
and not drawn out of the 
archives.  This not a hard 
one, but we want the 
name of the rooms.  Last 
issues picture was the 
Gazebo on Bayless 
Square at the University of Tulsa.  It holds 
the original bell from the original Kendall 
Hall.  Have a go at this and let us know.  I 
can guarantee that most of you have been 
here at least once.  Good Luck!



IN CLOSING

I would like to tell you of a few changes we have gone through here.  Bill Latting 
has left us and has moved to Lawton to be around his Son and only 
Granddaughter.  After Marilyn passed away there was no longer any of his 
immediate family here in Tulsa.  Life is just too short to not be with your loved 
ones when you can.  We will miss his input to what we are doing, his devotion to 
WRHS and that quick wit that make you match that great smile of his.  We will 
miss you buddy, but just remember, we know where you live.

We want to welcome to the team three new suc....... I mean hearty souls to help 
with the Newsletter. (Bill, before you ask, it does not take three to replace you)
We have Bill and Tess Northcutt coming aboard to help with all the little things 
we do, and in the future share some of their thoughts and ideas with all of us. 
We alsh have Warren and Carol Cox joining us.  Warren will be doing the lions 
share of the photos we will be sharing with you in the Newsletter.  As you know, 
Warren keeps the website up and running for all to see.  We are proud to have 
them as part of the team.

I don't want to cast dark shadows, but this past week I had the unfortunate 
experience of attending three funerals.  Two of those on the same day.  One of 
them was older than we are and had a wonderful life, having touched many with 
his wit and creativity.  Of the other two, one was in his forties, and one wai in his 
fifties.  These things are a reminder of the brevity of life.  We have many 
classmates that are suffering in one way or the other.  Maybe every once in a 
while it would be good just to stop a moment and pray for whatever need they 
might have.

I have three grandkids, the two younger ones are three and four years of age. 
They see their PaPa as invincible, their very own superhero.  I do nothing to hold 
back that appreciation.  The oldest is nearing ten years of age.  He has begun to 
see a few cracks in my armor.  He asked me the other day to join him in some 
ridiculous physical thing and I had to decline.  I explained to him that my old 
body just wouldn't do that anymore.  He looked at me disappointed. I put my arm 
around his sholder and said,”My body can't do it but my heart still can”.  I don't 
know if he understood what I was saying, but one day he will.  He changed the 
game and life went on.  I guess I will just keep believing that I am a thirty 
something man trapped in a seventies body.  You know, God always has a way 
to bend everything to good.  I work Him overtime occasionally.

Until next time, keep sending those thought and experiences you are going 
through.  We are all interested in what you have to share.  Pictures would be 



good also.  Maybe one with your Grandchildren.  “Til” we meet again, I leave you 
with the old Scottish or Gaelic blessing.

May the road rise up to meet you, the wind be ever at your back, the sun shine 
upon your face, the rain fall on your fields, and until we meet again may God 
hold you in the palm of His hand

NEWSLETTER TEAM


