
MUSINGS

OUR ROUNDUPS REMEMBERED........

1950 LEAVE IT TO LUCK   1961 THE GOOD OLD U.S.A.   1952 THE TIME OF YOUR LIFE

“Round-Up A Go-Go: 2009”

Let me and any of the others that attended the one this year say that you would not have 
believed what we all saw and heard. There were around twenty five of us old grads and other 
years also who sat there in some front row seats with a full house and enjoyed what you 
would never have believed was a real “Round Up' from “Will on the Hill”.

This thing was almost a real live Broadway Show that entered as much talent and 
professional skits with live music as you would see anywhere. The band was the school swing 
band like what we used to have and it was part of the show and very well done.

The funny parts were hilarious and error free. The back drops of each skit or sections were 
original and provisional, put together by students, employees and teachers. Where dancing 
was a part these kids were flawless and almost like something you would see in a musical 
movie from Hollywood.

The costumes were fantastic and the musical acts were not the students of our era but you 
would have believed much of the thing was directly from downtown New York. Another 
amazing thing was all the costumes that I thought were rented or bought from professionals 
were made by one of the students Grandmother. Every new scene was probably twenty or so 
students with different costumes. Can you imagine how many different things and all the 
Fantastic Costumes that sweet lady had to do.



I say, if anyone from today's “Will on the Hill” reads this, I and all of us from the 50's say 
congratulations to all of you from all of us.... Thanks for the memories and also thanks to the 
kids that participated. This is the news letter we always send to our old 1952 classmates ever 
so often.

Wayne and Phyllis Bagby 1952

It happened about five years ago. 
The sign proudly announcing 
Beatrice Foods Meadow Gold brand 
stood tall on the building at 11th 

Street and Lewis Avenue.  In 2004, 
the building was to be demolished, 
and the sign would be destroyed with 
it.  At the urging of the Tulsa 
foundation for Architecture, the sign , 
once one of the many neon signs 
that marked historic Route 66, was 
saved..  A new site for the sign was 
donated by Mark Ferrell who owns 
The Corner Cafe.  The site is located 
at 11th Street and Quaker, almost a 
mile West of the original location. 
They have constructed a beautiful 
base for the sign with the top made 
of the open steel framework that held 
the sign atop the building at 11th and 

Lewis.  The sign should be finished by the time we send out the next issue.  Hopefully we can 
get a night shot of the sign lit like its glory days of yesteryear.

WEB SITE
Be sure and check out our web site.  Many thanks to Warren for keeping it up to date.  There 
are many pictures that were taken at the Coney Island and the Round Up.  The address is 
www.rogersclassof52.org.

HELP!!!    LOST  CLASSMATES

If you move, please notify the Newsletter Committee so you may continue to receive your 
editions of the W. R. Newsletter.

Lost classmates since the last mailing with last known addresses are:

http://www.rogersclassof52.org/


Patsy Jeffries,  3620 E. Shaw Butte Dr., Phoenix, AZ  85028
Ann Wright Graham,  6820 S. Toledo Ave, Tulsa, OK  74136
Sandy Garrett Snodgrass,  Route 1, Box 2998, Chouteau, OK  74336

If you have any information about a new address for the above, please notify us.

RESPONSES

Howard Sparks wrote a short note in early February as follows. “My thanks to all of you for 
all you do with the Newsletter.  Some visions from the past – enclosed are a few pictures 
(Howard and Ed Stadler) from our days in the U.S. Army in Germany.  Remember when? 
Warm personal regards, Howard”  (Howard had also enclosed a donation for the newsletter – 
Howard passed away in March – see below)

Sharlene Oxley Beil writes “How much fun to receive the newsletter and try to figure out 
“Whos's Who” in the NEW colored pics.  Brings back so many “OLD” memories.  What 
wonderful memories.”  (Thanks for the contribution you sent to us Sharlene!)

We heard from Betty Bishop Moncrief with the following.  “Thank you for the newsletter.  My 
address had changed to: 1406 Mustang Lane, San Marcos, TX  78666.  My new home has 
three acres and a herd of deer looking doe eyed for their twice daily corn.

Next summer my partner, Jim Caroselli, and I look forward to motor-homing it up the east 
coast into Canada and then down through South Dakota to Mt. Rushmore.  Do you have any 
information on Sue Miller Farley?  Fond regards and many thanks for your hard work on the 
newsletter.”  ( Betty also included a donation – Thanks Betty!)

Bob Remey (Col. Robert A, USAF (Ret.) lives in Austin, TX and he sent us some news.  “ I 
would recommend you read “Way Down Yonder in the Indian Nation” by Michael Wallis – 
Copyright 1993.  It will tell you every thing you need to know about Oklahoma – Michael 
Wallis also resides in Tulsa.  Great job on the newsletter – Very Best Regards, Bob”  ( Thanks 
for the contribution Bob – it all sure helps!  We'll have to get a copy of that book.)

“Thanks to everyone who helped with getting the latest issue of the Roundup Newsletter out. 
It is always interesting to read about classmates' activities.  I was saddened to hear of the 
death of Bill Latting's wife, Marilyn.  Please pass along my condolences to him and all who 
have had losses”  Thanks again, Bob Hart  (Bob, thank you for the donation to keep this 
Newsletter coming to you and all!)

We received a great letter from Dorothy Latham Davis bringing us up to date on her 
activities.  Her address is: 3604 Eastman Dr., Oklahoma City, OK  73112.  Her phone number 
is: (405) 942-1222, e-mail: davis@sbcglobal.net.  She writes as follows: “ Once upon a time 
there was a girl named Dorothy Latham who lived in Tulsa, went to Franklin elementary 
school from kindergarten to sixth grade.  Then went to Wilson Jr. High 7-9 and Will Rogers 
H.S. through 11th grade.  Unhappily, Dorothy's dad was transferred to Oklahoma City (S.W. 
Bell Telephone Co.) and Dorothy had to graduate from a strange new school – and left all her 
early years behind her in Tulsa!

mailto:davis@sbcglobal.net


Well here I am some 57 years later still in Oklahoma city – but have been enjoying reading 
about all those I left behind.  Thanks for the Newsletter.

I have two grown children and a new? Husband (of 18 years)  I am a retired school librarian 
and am active in my church (St. Lukes United Methodist Church)  We are active in a Sunday 
School Class and one morning about 15 years ago a woman happened to walk into the room 
– I knew her from sight – Ann Sherrod.  We have enjoyed these years of reminiscing and 
becoming friends again.  She keeps me informed about the reunions, etc.

When I moved to Oklahoma City back in September, 1951 I had one new friend before I got 
here – maybe some will remember that Will Rogers Acapella Choir had an exchange program 
with Classen High School here in Oklahoma City.  We (WR) came here for a program and the 
Classen Choir came to Tulsa WR for a program.  I stayed with a girl here in Oklahoma City 
and she became my first OKC friend.  That helped but never quite took the place of all those 
friends I knew from Kindergarten thru 11th grade!

Marilyn Prather and Laura Moore were best friends and Mary Ellen Baker was my next door 
neighbor.  I keep hoping to read some news of Mary Ellen.  Marilyn is in Georgia, I think.  But 
I need her address.  My mother passed away in 2004. I spent her last 4 years taking care of 
her.  She was 94 when she died, such a privilege and pleasure!  My brother, Sam Latham, 
class of '48 died in 2006.  He still lived in the Tulsa area.  We seldom get to Tulsa -  so every 
time we do it looks so different from the “good old days”.  I appreciate receiving the 
Newsletter – you obviously work so hard on it.  Thanks again, Sincerely Dorothy”

We Appreciate your contribution Dorothy and your newsy letter!!  We don't have a current 
address or phone number for Mary Ellen Baker – CAN ANY CLASSMATE HELP US WITH 
THIS?  Please send an updated address for Mary Ellen to Dorothy and to us!

So good to hear from Janet Armstrong Richey.  “Allow me to add my thanks to so many 
others for all the hard work those involved do for all of us, far and away.  You do a wonderful 
job of helping me get acquainted with Tulsa.  I moved to our lovely city only one week before 
our Sophomore year began.  And my family did not own a car for the three years I lived there. 
So your articles have brought to life places I heard about but never visited.  Thank you for 
some sweet old and new memories.  In addition, I love reading of the activities of many of our 
class.  Again thanks and God bless you all.”  (Janet sent a donation, Thanks!! Janet!!)

This brings to mind how much we all have enjoyed reading Betty Bishop's letter and we are 
hoping that it will inspire some more of you to write and let your classmates know what you've 
been doing since 1952.  We would love to hear.

DONATIONS

Again, we want to thank the following classmates for their generous donations that keep this 
Newsletter coming to all of you!  A BIG THANKS to: Sharlene Oxley Beil, Kitty Jo Hargrove 
Collins, Dorothy Latham Davis, Louise Plaster Goddard, Robert N. Hart, Don Lapp, 
Betty Bishop Moncrief, Joyce Jamison Moore, Bob Remey, Howard J. Sparks and Janet 
Armstrong Richey.



CONDOLENCES

We must, unfortunately inform you of the loss of another classmate, Howard Sparks.  Ed 
Stadler has written the following memories of Howard.

HOWARD  SPARKS
1934 – 2009

I didn't know Howard well at Rogers but we became good friends in the service.  Howard and 
I left downtown by bus to embark on our great 'crusade” of 2 years in the U. S. Army.  We took 
basic training at Fort Bliss, Texas ( El Paso).  We pulled many pranks on others as well as 
ourselves.  I remember one where Howard always had a framed 8x10 photo of Irma (his 
future wife) by his bunk.  Using something washable I would put a mustache on the glass. 
Howard would chase me all over the area over this little prank.  Fortunately I wasn't seriously
injured as Howard could 
have caused me serious 
bodily harm.  Howard was 
adept in boxing.  I can 
remember one bout he was 
in while we were serving in 
Germany.  Howard had 
somehow broken his arm 
and had it in a cast (nothing 
to do with boxing).  Anyway, 
he fought this bout using 
only one hand and TKO's his 
opponent.

While I'm on the subject of 
“one hand” I remember in  
basic that we were working Howard Sparks          1955          Ed Stadler 
one day and Howard asked the Sarge “If I can do 20 one arm pushups can I have the day 
off?”  The Sarge said he could and Howard did it....AMAZING!  And then there was the 
biggest hot foot I's ever seen.  While in the field in Germany Howard wanted to fix himself a 
canteen of hot chocolate.  He asked to borrow my canteen cup to use to heat his water. 
Howard proceeded to get some gasoline form one of the drivers.  He lit the gas in one 
canteen and placed the canteen of water on top of this to heat the water for his hot chocolate. 
He made his hot chocolate and all went well until he put his boot over the canteen with the 
gas to smother the flame.  The cup tipped over splashing gasoline onto his boot.  His boot lit 
up as he frantically started untying his boot.  I would have helped but couldn't as I was rolling 
on the ground laughing.  All turned out okay though.  These are but a few unforgettable 
memories of one unforgettable guy.  We'll miss you old buddy

Ed Stadler



LADIES LUNCHEON

The ladies luncheons are held on the third Wednesday of the month.  The last luncheon's 
program was given by Louise Plaster Goddard.  She shared with the group about their 
experiences working with troubled young ladies.  May 20 will be the date of the next luncheon 
and Marilyn Bullock Devasher will be bringing the program.  If you are going to be in the area 
and would like to attend please call one of the numbers below and they will let you know 
where it will be held.
Jody Quinten  918-627-5088
Jeanne Williams   948-592-1514

A NIGHT OF FINE DINING AND ENTERTAINMENT

Okay, try this on for a great night on the town.  First, you meet with a bunch of classmates at 
the Coney Islander and pig out on the would's greatest delicacy.  Then after yakking up a 

storm, the whole gang heads for Will on the Hill and the 
RoundUp!!  Now tell me, can you beat that for one 
fabulous evening of fine dining and first class 
entertainment? 

Well, 
that's 
exactly 
what a 
bunch of 
us 

“locals” did on Saturday, April 18.  And as 
members of the outstanding class of “52 we 
were even provided a block of  reserved seats 
right up front and center and had a blast 
watchine “RoundUp a Go-Go; 2009!”  It was 
great to be back in the auditorium again.  Talk 
about memories.  Everything still looks the same...the seats, the lighting fixtures, the stage, 

the curtain...EVERYTHING!  Well almost everything. 
The students looked a lot younger.  (By the way, our 
school is now centrally air conditioned).  

The students 
displayed their 
dancing, 
singing, and 
instrumental 
talents with 
great flair and 

excellent choreography while the alumni band provided 
much of the music.  They literally took us back in time 
with some great oldies that conjured up plenty of 



memories.  One of the acts featured the alumni “Toe Tappin Ropers”, a nifty chorus of gals 
who graduated from WRHS anywhere from 1948 to 1970.  The icing on the cake was a 
special guest performance by internationally renowned Flamenco guitarist Ronald Radford 
(Class of “62).  This guy brought the house down.

Another feature was the introduction of the Will Rogers 
High School “Hall of Famers” whose names are now on 
a special plaque in 
the auditorium 
lobby.  Those 
introduced were 
Ernest Moody ('44), 
Anita Briant ('58), 
Gordona Duca ('58), 
David Gates, ('56), 

Ronald Radford (62), Roger Randle ('62), S. E. Hinton 
('66) and David Rader ('76).

Not to be topped, the Class of '52 showed up in style.  Seen in the crowd were such notorius 
personalities as Dan and Jody True Quinten and Jody's 
sister Martha Nowland, Bill and Tess Northcutt, Warren 
Cox (our world renowned photographer), Charlie and 
Louise 
(Plaster) 
Goddard, 
Nancy 
Owen, 
Wilma 
(Johnson) 

Caudle, Joyce (Jamison) Moore, Wayne and 
Phyllis (Swearingen) Bagby, Sue (Baker) 
McBride, John Forsythe and date Laurie 
Fulbright, Ed and Joanne Stadler,  Bill Latting, 
Larry and Sue (White) Cravens. Sandy 
Walworth Twilley, Dana and Beverly 
Strong...all celebrities indeed!  

We have good fun and fellowship on these outings but we miss not having our calssmates 
from around the world here and wish we could just 

“beam you in” for 
the evening.



One other bit of info picked up which you may be interested in ...this Roundup was billed as 
the “45th Anniversary” program.  Roundups were held annually form 1940 thru 1971 when 
they were discontinued.  They resumed in 1996 and have been performed annually since 
then.

Bill Latting

WHAT'S NEW IN TULSA

The big thing is the new BOK CENTER, it is at 
the corner of Third Street and Denver.  It is 
designed to accommodate arena football, 
hockey, basketball, concerts and similar events. 
It was built at a cost of 178 million in public funds 
and an additional 18 million in privately funded 
upgrades.  Ground was broken August 30, 2005 
and finished August 30, 2008.  Named for the 
Bank of Oklahoma, which purchased naming 
rights for 11 million.  The building used Native 
Americans, art deco and contemporary styles 



making use of swirling circular elements in the exterior and interior designs of the building. 
There is an arena scoreboard and a wrap-around HD screen.  There are 14 concession 
outlets, seven of which belong to Tulsa-area restaurants, Ikes Chili BBQ being one.  Five 
artists were selected to decorate the interior of the building with the intention of capturing the 
spirit of the city and state.  The largest of pieces is a cloud-like cloth sculpture designed by 
Kendal Buster that weighs 5,000 pounds and hangs above the main concourse.  BOK hosts 
the Tulsa Oilers ice hockey team and the Tulsa Talons.  Concerts include Kenny Chesney, 
Rascal Flatts, Celine, Billy Joel and many more artists.

Sue McBride

Don Chandler (Tulsa World)
Don Chandler, a Will Rogers High School graduate, played 12 
seasons in the NFL, including the first two Super Bowls, and Pat 
was right there with him---like when he was traded to the Packers 
after nine solid seasons with the Giants.  “We were very blessed 
with two fabulous teams in the Giants and Packers”, she said. 
“We lucked out those last three years with the World 
Championship and Super Bowls I and II.

In Super bowl II in Miami, Florida, January 15, 1968, with the help 
of four field goals, defeated the Oakland raiders to capture its 
second consecutive Super bowl title.  This set the record for the 
most field goals in a Super Bowl.  Don's most famous and 
controversial kick came in a 1965 NFL game against the Baltimore 
Colts.  The kick appeared to be wide but curved in between the 
goal posts as it flew over.  “ I didn't see it go in.  I had my head 
down.”  Pat said.  It was a million dollar kick.  That pressure has 
got to be awful.  I couldn't even watch.  I always worried.”  She 
wasn't the only Chandler to not see the successful kick.  “He'd 
spun around and ran into the locker room thinking he'd missed it.  Bart Starr who was holding 
the kick said ”I jumped up to grab you and you were gone” he said.  As a result of the 
controversy, the goal posts were raised thirty feet for the next season.  Pat said, “ It was a 
wonderful life, we had a ball.  “They do still keep up with the Super Bowl.  I watch more 
football than he does.”

Mystery Picture

I said last issue that the Mystery Picture would be hard, and I believe I was right.  If you had 
used a magnifing glass you might have seen the images of the firemen and their hoses.. It 
may have prompted you to remember the home of this stone mural.  It is located over the 
entrance of the “Tulsa Fire Alarm Building”.  The circular main room had desks all around the 
room, and people who monitored the alarms and alerted the proper fire house.  The building 
had set in disarray for years when the American Lung Association bought it  They have 
wonderfully restored it to original condition. Making it a beautiful Art Deco Showplace once 
again.



In this issue we are going to show you a picture as a precursor to an article we 
will be bringing you in the next issue.  This will be a little easier than the last one. 
Tulsa continually changes and not all of them are bad.  We will bring you a story 
of a complete make-over that has made an astounding change for Tulsa.

IN CLOSING

I don't know for sure, but I have a feeling that I am not the only one to have moments of 
melancholy.  There are times when it just comes too fast or too far.  When it does, sometimes 
it takes a little while to catch up.  As a class we have had to say so long to far too many loved 
ones this year.  That hurts, and takes a little while to get back in the groove.  But you know 
what always happens, we begin to remember all the good times God has given us in our 
lives.  We see how far we have come and are willing to push aside those bad times in favor of 
the good.  We choose to look forward grateful for each day we have.

Sometimes melancholy can be brought on by something like waiting for the last snowstorm of 
the year to fall and break an arm.  Then go through a few weeks of self pity while a wonderful 
wife puts up with that and takes great care of you.  We will dwell no further on that, it would 
lead to a soap opera.

We are soon to lose another good friend, as Bill Latting will be leaving us sometime this 
summer.  He will be moving to Lawton to join his son, daughter-in-law, and only grandchild. 
We wish him all the great times he will have, he deserves them all.  We will miss him more 
than he will ever know.  He has been an asset to the Newsletter, and a great friend.

When someone comes into our lives, we take them into our hearts and love them.  When they 
leave our lives, they take a piece of our hearts with them.  I am grateful God gives us a huge 
heart, a heart we were meant to share........................Until next time.

  THE NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE


